
Editorial

Copyright and Licensing

As we enter 2010, The Journal of Neuroscience is changing the way
it handles copyright. In the past, authors were required to assign
the copyright for their articles to the Society for Neuroscience.
Starting this year, authors will retain their copyright and instead
provide SfN with a license to publish their work.

As is currently the case, the license will give The Journal exclu-
sive right to an article during a six-month embargo period after it
is published. During this period the article will be available only
to those with a subscription. After the embargo period, the license
agreement will allow much greater freedom in reusing articles
than the previous copyright agreement. After six months, anyone
may use the material for non-commercial purposes under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-
Share Alike 3.0 Unported License (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0). This agreement allows data and text mining,
use of figures in presentations, and posting the article online, as
long as the original article is attributed. Notably, authors and

others will no longer need to obtain permission to reproduce
figures in other non-commercial articles after the embargo pe-
riod has expired. As before, SfN will control the commercial use
of articles and permission from SfN will still be needed for any
commercial use.

Articles published under the Open Choice option will be
available to all from the date of publication and may be re-
purposed for non-commercial uses by the author or public im-
mediately. With this change, Open Choice articles now fulfill the
open access requirements of all major funding agencies.

A copy of the new license can be found on The Journal’s web
site (http://www.jneurosci.org/misc/License_to_Publish.pdf). We
hope that this new licensing arrangement will encourage greater use
of the content of articles published in The Journal.

John Maunsell
Editor-in-Chief
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